
History:
Our focus in history is ‘The Round City: 
Baghdad’. Throughout this unit we will be 
learning about the Muslim ruler al-Mansur 
and how he built the perfect city. We will 
also explore how Baghdad became known as 
the city of books and learning. 

Geography:
Our focus in Geography is ‘Why is California 
so thirsty?’. We will be learning about how 
and what humans use water for. With a focus 
on the state of California we will also learn 
about reservoirs, aqueducts and what is next 
for California. 
RE:
Our focus in RE is ‘Stories of the Prophets’. 
This follows on from a previous unit we did 
last year. Throughout this unit we will learn 
about the foundation of the religion, the 
great flood and the prophet Ibrahim.   

Barn Owls
Year 4

Maths:
We will be starting the year with a place value 
unit, learning how to partition, compare and 
order 4-digit numbers. We will also how to 
round numbers to the nearest 1, 10, 100 and 
1000. After this we will move on to learn 
about addition and subtraction, focusing on 
ways to add and subtract 4-digit numbers, 
with and without exchanging. 

Reading:
We are going to be reading the book ‘Farther’, 
focusing on the authors use of language, which is poetic, 
matched with the illustrations. Afterwards we will learn 
the story ‘Varmints’ by Helen Ward and Marc Craste. 
Through this we will explore the idea of ‘themes’ within a 
story. 
Writing:
We will be learning a story called ‘Firebird’ using the 
blueprint of this story we will be writing our own quest 
story. In our stories we will be including expanded noun 
phrases and direct speech. Later in the term, we will be 
exploring the poem ‘The Sea’ by James Reeves. We will 
write our own metaphor poems, focusing on pronouns/nouns 
for clarity and punctuation. 

Science : Animals including humans : Biology

In science this half term, we will be learning 
about living things and their habitats. 
Through this we will be learning about how 
some living things begin as eggs, pollination 
and plant reproduction. 

Physical Education:
Our PE sessions this term will
take place on Mondays and Fridays. We 
will be doing dance, focusing on how to 
construct a dance and gymnastics, 
focusing on counter balance. 
PSHE & Wellbeing:
Our PSHE focus for this half term is 
‘Being me’. Throughout this unit we will 
explore what it is like being a citizen of 
England, our rights and responsible as 
citizens and members of Buckfastleigh
Primary School. 

Art:
In D&T this half term we will being making a
pop-up book. We will begin by producing a design for 
each page of the book, then we will move on to produce 
the structure and assemble the components of the 
book. Throughout this unit we will use a range of 
mechanisms and structures to illustrate our stories.  
Computing:
In computing this half term our learning will be 
focusing on search engines. Through this we will gain 
an understanding of how search engines work and 
develop skills to be able to search online to find 
relevant and accurate information. 

How can you support at home…
Homework support
Spellings
Daily reading
Times table practice on TTRockstars
Use of Class Dojo
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Maths:
We will be starting the year with a place value 
unit, learning about numbers to 1,000,000. We 
will also learn how to find 10, 100, 1,000 and 
10,000 more or less. We will then move on to 
comparing and ordering 5 and 6-digit numbers. 
After this we will complete an addition and 
subtraction unit, helping us to use 
mental strategies to add and subtract.

Reading:
We are going to be reading the book ‘Farther’, 
focusing on the authors use of language, which is poetic, 
matched with the illustrations. Afterwards we will learn 
the story ‘Varmints’ by Helen Ward and Marc Craste. 
Through this we will explore the idea of ‘themes’ within a 
story. 
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each page of the book, then we will move on to produce 
the structure and assemble the components of the 
book. Throughout this unit we will use a range of 
mechanisms and structures to illustrate our stories.  
Computing:
In computing this half term our learning will be 
focusing on search engines. Through this we will gain 
an understanding of how search engines work and 
develop skills to be able to search online to find 
relevant and accurate information. 
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