Buckfastleigh Primary
School Prospectus

Pupils are proud of their school and there is a strong
sense of community.
(Ofsted March 2013)

The purpose of this prospectus is to help you to find
out more about life and learning at Buckfastleigh
Primary school.

Buckfastleigh Primary School has a clear understanding of how children learn
and all members of staff continually strive to provide the best possible
learning environment to facilitate this. We acknowledge that the world is
rapidly changing and our children need to be prepared for tomorrow’s needs.
The school aims to bring learning alive, making it exciting and stimulating so
that the children have a thirst for learning that continues with them
throughout their lives.
Great importance is placed on developing a caring and stimulating
environment, where children’s high self-esteem enables them to take risks in
learning and to learn confidently through their mistakes. The children are
encouraged to ask questions and to develop the ability to solve challenges
and problems.
Buckfastleigh Primary School continually strives for excellence, empowering
children to be happy and responsive. Children are challenged within the
delivery of an enriched, creative and linked curriculum. The school is
inclusive and helps to develop independence, responsibility, kindness and
good manners through a detailed and extensive personal, social and health
education programme.
The school has an ‘open door’ policy and welcomes families to come and visit
to see first-hand what a rich and exciting learning environment that
Buckfastleigh Primary school offers.
We hope that this will be the beginning of a long and successful home-school
partnership. Working closely with parents is essential for the success of each
child.
Richard Arundell

Headteacher

At Buckfastleigh Primary School we aim to instil in children an enthusiasm for
learning and prepare them for their future lives.
Buckfastleigh Primary School aims are:
To develop a love of learning and empower children with the knowledge
and skills to become lifelong, self-motivated learners.
To promote a sense of belonging and encourage an effective partnership
with parents and the wider community.
To help children to become confident individuals who are able to live a
safe, healthy and fulfilling life.
To offer a warm, welcoming environment where every individual
understands their roles and responsibilities and respects the views and
opinions of others.
To aim high, live life and show respect.

“The Foundation Stage provides an excellent start to children’s education
allowing for the diverse range of children coming into the school.”
“The children at Buckfastleigh Primary School get a very good start to

schooling in the Foundation Stage which exemplifies very good practice.”
“There is a strong caring culture which permeates throughout the school.”
(Primary Excellence Nov 2015)

Governors
School Governors play a vital role in providing strategic leadership and
accountability in our school and are key to the effectiveness of the school.
The Governors are responsible for:
•

Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction by setting and
monitoring the school’s aims and policies, and by being committed to the
School Improvement Plan

•

To hold the Headteacher to account for the educational performance of the
school, it’s pupils, and the performance management of staff by forming policy
on the school’s curriculum, appointing and dismissing staff, by hearing appeals
and grievances and setting standards for pupil behaviour and discipline

•

To oversee the financial performance of the school to ensure expenditure is
justified by determining how the school’s budget is spent and that the school
buildings and grounds are welcoming and safe

Our school Governing Body is made up of parents, school staff, community
representatives and people with specialist skills. Parent governors are elected by
parents and are the parents’ representative on the governing body.
The Governing Body meets twice a term and visit the school regularly.

The Curriculum
As a primary school, Buckfastleigh covers the three different stages of

education:
Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.

Foundation Stage
Children are given a happy and
confident start at school through our
comprehensive induction
programme. This includes a varied range of
activities during the
Summer term where children and parents/
carers are invited to meet the Foundation
Stage Team,
familiarise themselves with the school
surroundings and to prepare the children for
the big and exciting event of starting school.
Children starting in September attend part-time initially (mornings only), with a
phased induction programme leading to full time attendance after two weeks.
Throughout the Reception year, children experience an exciting curriculum, both
indoors and outdoors. It is designed to meet the needs of young children and is

child-led, play based and creative, challenging each child to achieve his/her
individual potential. This curriculum is divided into three prime areas:
Communication and Language
The focus is on speaking and listening, mark making including letter formation,
playing games to develop understanding of phonics and word building. The class
shares a story a day linked to themes and the children read books with friends.
Physical development
Takes place daily every morning, either outdoors, weather permitting, or
indoors.
Personal, social and emotional development
The class use circle time, stories and games to help develop talking about
themselves and their feelings as well as trying to understand how others are
feeling.
The prime areas will allow the children to develop skills in four specific areas:
Literacy
Recognising and reading words through a variety of games and activities.
Writing initial sounds, words and sentence building.

Mathematics
Recognising and writing numbers correctly, shape and measure, problem solving
as well as working with patterns.
Understanding the world
Exploring real and imaginary worlds. They will find out facts and fiction through
talk, books and ICT.
Expressive arts and design
Expression through songs with actions and rhythm. There is a wide variety of
resources for children to explore drawing, painting and collage as well as building/
making models using a range of materials. The children will use role play to
develop their vocabulary and speaking and listening skills.
Reading/Home Learning
Reading books are changed by us with support from you at least twice a week.
Children read one to one with the help of our volunteer team and we expect
children to read at home for at least 5 minutes every day. Books can be re-read as
this helps the children learn and comments in the reading record book are valued.
Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage are assessed continually throughout
the year and their progress in each area of learning and "next steps" are shared
with parents termly.
Parents are regularly welcomed into school and their contribution to their child's
experiences is highly valued.

Key Stage One (5 to 7 years) INFANTS
When children leave the Foundation Stage after their reception year they enter
Key Stage 1. This stage lasts two years (Year 1 & Year 2) and finishes at the
end of Year 2 when the children are all seven years old. In May of their final
year children are assessed by their teachers in English, Mathematics and Science, using national tests.

Key Stage Two (7 to 11 years) JUNIORS
Key Stage 2 lasts for four years (Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 & Year 6) and ends

when the children transfer to secondary school at the age of eleven. In May of
their final year children are assessed by their teachers and by national tests in
English, Mathematics and Science.

English
The development of good literacy skills, including reading, writing, speaking and

listening, is imperative for all learning. We aim to foster a positive attitude to
English through a daily lesson or literacy hour where work is appropriately
differentiated to match all abilities.

With parental support we want all of our children to:
•

Speak clearly and confidently in any given situation

•

Listen actively and respond appropriately, developing their knowledge and

•

opinions

•

Read fluently for both pleasure and information

•

Write clearly and with confidence in a variety of different styles

•

Use spelling rules, phonics and grammar accurately

•

Be able to proof read their own work and make amendments and

improvements.

Maths
A daily Maths session takes place in every class. Pupils explore all four number
operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) and are encouraged to
try different strategies that best suit their learning. We use real life experiences so
that children can understand the importance of using their maths skills to solve
problems in all areas of their daily life – checking change, telling the time.
Pupils explore shape and space and develop their measuring skills in a range of
contexts. They are given lots of opportunities to discuss their methods and

encouraged to use the appropriate mathematical vocabulary.

Science
Every child has a natural curiosity about the way the world works. The school
builds on this through a planned range of practical investigations. The emphasis of
science sessions throughout the school is on developing scientific enquiry and enabling the children to understand the process of experimentation. Children develop
their ability to plan a fair test, make predictions, record results using ICT, diagrams, tables and charts and to comment on their findings using scientific vocabulary. These skills are applied to the real world in a variety of ways and children are
given challenging tasks and activities.

Computing
More and more, computing is impacting on our work and daily life. It is vital that

pupils have the opportunity to learn about and use modern technology so that they
are prepared for life. A newly refurbished computer suite is used by classes across
the school and this provides the perfect space to teach specific computer skills.
Interactive whiteboards with safe access to the internet are also available in all
classes to ensure that computing can be used as a learning tool across the
curriculum
We hope to develop a culture where the appropriate use of computing is second
nature to the children, thus ensuring that they are ready and able to embrace the
technological advances of the future.

Geography
We want children at Buckfastleigh to develop their knowledge of people and places,
and to understand the physical, social and economic forces which shape those places
and the lifestyles of the people who live there. Our geographical studies cover local
areas and extend to the wider world. The children learn to use maps to locate
settlements, countries, mountains, rivers, seas and oceans. They use atlases,
photos and the internet to help extend their learning, then use the skills they have
developed in literacy, numeracy and computing to report and record their findings.

History
We do not view history as simply dates and facts here at Buckfastleigh, but as a
chance to become a detective and explore the past in an exciting way. History
allows the children to compare and contrast, to examine how and why things have
changed, to learn about historical characters and develop their research skills. We
encourage first hand experience wherever possible and school trips and visitors play
an important role in all year groups.

Design Technology
Design technology allows children to become problem solvers through practical
tasks, using creativity and imagination. Children take everyday or familiar objects
and investigate how they actually work and who they are aimed at. Working with a
variety of materials and the skills they learn, children get to design, make and

evaluate a wide range of products from hats to houses and torches to tables.
Design technology also includes cooking and is a subject all children can enjoy
individually or as part of a team and gives them the chance to become inventors
and innovators.

Religious Education (RE)
The school conforms to the syllabus agreed by the Devon Standing Advisory
Committee for Religious Education. The syllabus is mainly Christian in approach but
treats all denominations equally. Lessons offer children the chance to explore beliefs
and practices of the major world faiths and develop tolerance and understanding.
Visits to places of worship, handling artefacts and visits from practising members of
different faiths help to enhance children’s understanding of our multicultural society.
Parents have the right to remove their children from religious education and the act
of worship, which must be part of the daily assembly. Please discuss this with the
Headteacher first if you wish to exercise this right. (Please note that Buckfastleigh
Primary School has strong links with Saint Luke’s Church and other local churches).

Personal, Social, Health
Education – (PSHE)
Buckfastleigh Primary School encourages
its’ pupils to be healthy, independent and
responsible members of society. All
pupils are encouraged to play a positive
role in contributing to school life and the
wider community. As part of PSHE
children develop a wider understanding of

society, community and their place in it.
Circle Time is used to discuss key moral
issues and any incidents that may arise.
Visits by the police, fire service, school
nurse and many others help pupils
prepare for their role in society. Children
take an active role in community events.
The school health education programme
includes sex education as an integral part
of the curriculum development. Parents
have the right to withdraw their child
from these lessons.

School Council
The aim of the School Council is to develop an awareness of citizenship and involve
all children in the running of the school. Members of the School Council are elected
from each class and meet every two weeks with the teacher responsible. A range of
issues arising from school life are discussed and actions agreed. Any child in the
school may put forward a suggestion to the School Council.

Music
Children experience music in a variety of ways.
Each class has regular music
lessons in which the skills needed to make
music are taught including singing. Children
are introduced to a variety of different
instruments and learn to
understand the different effects they make
when composing a piece of music. The children
explore rhythm, learn to play in time, read

music and take part in various
musical events within the academy and in the
wider community. Pupils across the school
have the opportunity to learn a number of
instruments – drums, keyboard, wind
instruments and guitar –with peripatetic music
teachers.

Art and Design Technology
Art, craft and design stimulate creativity and the imagination. Children are given
the opportunity to explore the work of different artists. A variety of materials are
used to produce work and each year children will experience printing, painting,
collage, 3D work, sketching and model making. The local environment is often used
to stimulate ideas. Art days are held in the summer term when children work in
mixed age groups experiencing a wide variety of art activities.

Foreign Languages
Learning a foreign language provides a valuable educational, social and cultural
experience in preparation for future life. At Buckfastleigh we aim to introduce
children to a variety of different languages, specifically French, in a fun and
enjoyable way. We liaise with our main secondary school to ensure that our
teaching fits with their syllabus.

Physical Education (PE)
Physical education and sport play a vital part in keeping us all healthy and well.
The school has very close links with South Dartmoor Community College staff
who lead sessions each week for years 5 and 6. In addition to this, pupils have
the opportunity to be taught by specialist coaches from the School Sports Partnership, represent the school in competitions, and take part in sports days and
other inter-school activities. A number of extra-curricular clubs also take place

Over recent years, Buckfastleigh Primary School has been awarded the
School Games Gold Award, and Bronze School Food for Life
accreditations.

Home Learning
Parental support is vital to children’s learning. It is proven that children who
establish an early homework habit, particularly those who learn with their parents, are
more successful at school. However, it is important to remember the need to balance
work and play activities. There must still be time for children to play, follow hobbies
and other outside interests. All children will be encouraged to read and share books.
Parents have an important role to play by encouraging reading at home. Younger
children will choose a book to take home each day. This will be recorded in their home
reading book. Older children will still be expected to read to themselves every day,
and will be given specific reading tasks from time to time. The school ensures that
homework tasks are purposeful, relevant and matched to the abilities of the individual
children. Activities will be varied - some will involve recording and others will be

more research based.
As part of the School/Parent Partnership, parents, children and the school
enter a ‘Home School Agreement’ where all parties agree to follow the points
laid out in the agreement.

Extra-Curricular Activities and Clubs
Buckfastleigh Primary School offers a wide range of activities and clubs each term, from
knitting and young writers to music, maths and sport. A full list of clubs is available from
the school office. Some of these activities or clubs take place before school starts, others
take place during lunch break or after school. Clubs that are run by external organisations need to be paid for.

Breakfast Club
We offer an early morning Breakfast Club from 7:45am-8:45am.
Children can have breakfast if they come for the whole session or
just play if they come for part of the session. There is a charge for
this club.

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)
Buckfastleigh Primary School’s aim is to ensure that the needs of all individuals
within our school are met.
Occasionally some children experience greater difficulties than others. These
children are then offered extra support in their work and may sometimes be
identified as having Special Educational Needs. The school implements the SEND
Code of Practice and children with difficulties are placed on the school SEND register, which is confidential to teachers and parents. Their progress is closely monitored and reviewed at regular intervals by the SEND Coordinator, the class teacher and parents. The school is also able to access many support agencies in order
to support children with specific difficulties.

Teaching assistants are deployed very well to provide
extremely effective intervention and support, particularly for
pupils with disabilities or special educational needs. This support teaching is carefully focused to meet the learning needs
of individual pupils. (Ofsted March 2013)

Equal Opportunities
Equality of opportunity is built into all that Buckfastleigh Primary School
does, with pupils and with staff:
•

Developing our school as a place where everyone is valued and respected

•

Providing equality of opportunity in our employment practices

•

Providing learning and development opportunities for all the staff so that

they have the skills to fulfil the school’s commitment to equality
Taking any complaints about inequality seriously

We want all our new children to feel happy, safe and secure. The
quicker they settle in, the more confident they become.

Admissions
The Published Admission Number (PAN) for Buckfastleigh Primary School is 40
Most children join our school at the normal point of admission; others will join at
different times where they are new to an area or simply want to transfer from one
school to another.
In the first instance parents should contact the admissions team at Devon
County Council on admissions@devon.gov.uk to download an application
form.
If you would like to visit the school please telephone the school office on 01364
643304.
Further information regarding admission to Buckfastleigh Primary School can be
found in the Admissions Policy under the Admissions section on the school website.
All children in Reception, Years 1 and 2 are currently in receipt of Universal
Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM).

Pupil Premium
Pupil Premium is additional money given to schools for every child who attends
that school and is also entitled to free school meals, is a child from a Service
Family, or is looked after. Across the country, children from these groups often
achieve lower levels than children from other groups. The government has given
this money to help these children improve grades and to narrow the gap in
attainment between them and other children. So even if your child currently is in
receipt of UIFSM they may also be entitled to the additional funding through Pupil
Premium. Parents who are in receipt of the following will be encouraged to apply
for free school meals regardless of whether they receive UIFSM:
•

Income support

•

Income-based Jobseekers Allowance

•

Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

•

Support under Part VI of the Immigration And Asylum Act 1999

•

The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit

•

Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and
have an annual gross income that doesn’t accede £16,190)

•

Working Tax Credit run-on-paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for
Working Tax Credit

•

Universal Credit

http://www.devon.gov.uk/free-school-meals.htm
Education Helpline: 0345 155 1019

School Sessions

Morning

KEY STAGE ONE

8:55am-12:05pm

KEY STAGE TWO 8:55am-12:15pm
Afternoon KEY STAGES
ONE AND TWO

1:05pm-3:20pm

Attendance
Buckfastleigh Primary School takes school attendance very seriously. The school is
committed to providing a full and efficient educational experience for all pupils and
does everything it can to ensure maximum attendance is achieved. Problems
preventing full attendance are identified and addressed as quickly as possible. In
accordance with the ‘Primary School Attendance Procedures’ parents are asked to
help the school to continue to improve attendance rates. Full attendance is our
expectation whatever the day with a personal minimum target for each pupil of
97%.
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Absence
If your child is unwell please phone the school before 9:30am to let the office
know. Requests for absences (for medical or other appointments) must be made
via an S2 absence request form available from the school office.

Holidays in Term Time
Taking holiday in term time is not permitted and therefore parents are asked not
to book holiday during the term time as it will be marked as an unauthorised
absence.

ParentPay
ParentPay is our online payment system. It provides a safe, secure service to all it’s
users and is used to make payments for school lunches, school uniform,
some clubs, voluntary contributions for trips and activities, visits by theatre
companies etc. New parents will receive an activation letter with instructions on how
to set up their account.

School Trips and Visits
In order to enrich the children’s education, various trips, visits and
visitors to the school are organised throughout the year and many of these
support the children’s learning within the curriculum. When these activities take
place during the school day and are a necessary part of the National Curriculum or
Religious Education they will be free of charge. However, the Department for Education does not provide schools with the funding to support this enrichment, therefore
we do request voluntary contributions towards the cost of providing these activities which can be made using the secure online payment system ’ParentPay’. With
the full support and commitment from parents, all our children’s learning will benefit
from this valuable enrichment. If insufficient funds are available, the Governors and
Headteacher reserve the right to cancel them.
Further information regarding this can be found in the Charging and
Remissions Policy on the school website under School Policies in the ’Our School’

section.

School Uniform
The school firmly believes that how a child dresses affects his/her attitude to learning and behaviour. At Buckfastleigh we would like our children to take pride in their
appearance and to give them a sense of belonging. Our school uniform is smart and
practical and can be purchased online via the link to uniform on the school website
under ‘Parents’, then ‘School Uniform’.
Please ensure that all clothing is clearly marked with your child’s name.

Valuables

We cannot accept responsibility for watches, jewellery and other possessions, and as
a result discourage children from bringing them into school. Children are not to
bring mobile phones into school – they are not needed.
Jewellery: Children should not wear any jewellery except for plain ear studs which
the child must be able to remove for P.E., unaided, for safety reasons.
Watches: May be worn if plain and inexpensive. No responsibility for them will be
taken by school; it is the child’s responsibility to look after their property.

School Meals
Buckfastleigh Primary School is fortunate enough to have it’s own kitchen where all
the meals are carefully planned and prepared. The menus are nutritionally
balanced, offering three choices including a vegetarian option and are displayed
around the school. Alternatively children may bring a packed lunch and parents are
asked to ensure that packed lunches are balanced and nutritious and don’t contain
too many sugary foods.
Reception and KS1 lunchtime is from 12:05-1:05pm
KS2 lunchtime is from 12:15-1:05pm

Free School Meals
Children in Reception, Years 1 and 2 are currently in receipt of Universal Infant
Free School Meals (UIFSM).
Children may also be entitled to Free School Meals even if they receive UIFSM or in
Years 3-6, if you are in receipt of any of the following:
•
Income support
•

Income-based Jobseekers Allowance

•

Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

•

Support under Part VI of the Immigration And Asylum Act 1999

•

The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit

•

Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and
have an annual gross income that doesn’t accede £16,190)

•

Working Tax Credit run-on- paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for
Working Tax Credit

•

Universal Credit

For the latest information regarding free school meals visit:
http://www.devon.gov.uk/free-school-meals.htm

Behaviour
Buckfastleigh Primary School place high expectations on pupils to maintain
respectful, kind behaviour at all times.

“Behaviour in lessons and around school is consistently good. Pupils
are supportive and respectful of each other. This consideration has a
positive impact on the quality of learning and contributes to the caring ethos which is evident throughout the school.” (OFSTED March
2013)
Children are encouraged to be aware of their responsibilities within the society of the
school, to be kind and considerate to others and to respect personal and communal
property. Assemblies are used to emphasise our expectations and children are
taught a carefully planned programme of PSHE lessons which include behaviour for
learning. The Behaviour and Anti-Bullying Policy is implemented consistently and
fairly by all members of the school community and reflects the pupil’s contribution to
the development of the school’s general rules.
‘The Buckfastleigh Way’ covers all aspects of school life and details the kind of
behaviour expected from our pupils:

The Buckfastleigh Way
•

Always try your best and challenge yourself in your
learning

•

Treat others as you would like to be treated yourself

•

Always be polite and show good manners

•

Be a positive role model for others

Good behaviour is encouraged by:
•

Reinforcing good behaviour

•

Use of peer role models

•

Set and maintain clear expectations of behaviour in all aspects of the school
with clear consequences for non-compliance

•

Use of reward systems

Should children not conform to the agreed rules a hierarchy of sanctions will be
applied based on reinforcement of the agreed rules and removal of privileges.

Anti-Bullying
‘Governors, staff, parents/carers and pupils at Buckfastleigh Primary School are
firmly opposed to all forms of bullying. Each pupil has a right to enjoy an education
free from fear and distress. All members of the school are expected to treat each
other with consideration and respect. Bullying is anti-social behaviour and affects
everyone; it is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. The school will react firmly
and promptly to cases of bullying.’
(Buckfastleigh Primary School Anti–Bullying Policy Statement 2016)
There are four main types of bullying:
•

Physical (hitting, kicking, theft)

•

Verbal (name calling, racist or homophobic remarks)

•

Indirect (spreading rumours, excluding someone from social groups)

•

Cyber-bullying (using social networks, texts etc to spread rumours or to make
hurtful remarks)

Pupils who are being bullied may show changes in behaviour, such as becoming shy
and nervous, feigning illness, taking unusual absences or clinging to adults. There
may be evidence of changes in work patterns, lacking in concentration or
truanting from school.
Pupils are encouraged to report bullying and members of the school community
must be constantly alert to the signs of bullying and act promptly and firmly against
it. Further information can be found in the Anti-Bullying Policy published on the
school website.

Accident and Illness
In any school, accidents - usually of a minor nature - do occur from time to time and sometimes a
child is unwell during the day. It is ESSENTIAL that the school has an up-to-date telephone
number, where a parent can be contacted in any emergency. The school keeps a log of accidents
and any child that requires treatment, however minor, will receive an accident form relating the
details.

Administering Medicines in School
Children sometimes need to have medicines administered during the school day
because they are on medication for a long term medical condition or because they
are recovering from an illness that requires prescribed medication. Our Policy states
that:
‘The school will ensure that pupils with medical conditions should have full access to
education including trips and PE. The governing body will ensure that staff are
supported and trained and competent before they take on the responsibility of
supporting pupils with medical conditions. ‘
Prescribed medication will be accepted and administered in the school in response to
South Devon Commissioning Group request for support in encouraging self-care.
The school will administer appropriate medication for minor ailments if requested by
the parent and medication is in a labelled bottle and age appropriate. The
Headteacher reserves the right to withdraw consent if concerns are raised and will
instead encourage the parent to seek medical advice.
•

Prior written parental consent is required before any medication can be
Administered

•

Only reasonable quantities of medication will be accepted (1 week max)

•

Medication should be delivered in it’s original dispensed container and handed
directly to the school office

•

Each item of medication should be clearly labelled with the pupil’s name

•

Unless otherwise stated, medication will be kept in a dedicated fridge away
from children’s access

•

All medicines/containers will be returned to parents at the end of the course

Parents
A good partnership with parents is vital to the school’s success in developing a love
of learning and a thirst for knowledge within our pupils. The Home School
Agreement lays out a basic Code of Conduct that is signed by parents as a
demonstration of their commitment to supporting their child in their learning and
supporting the school to enable this. The school, in it’s part of the agreement,
provides a robust Teaching and Learning Policy that underpins the best classroom
practice to ensure the excellent provision for all the children at Buckfastleigh Primary
School.
Communication between the school and parents is vital. The school website is a very
good source of information. Copies of letters, the fortnightly newsletter, the latest
news and events happening in the school for the week ahead are all available and
parents are advised to look at the website weekly to be sure that they have not
missed any communication relevant to their child. Letters do get sent home, so check
your child’s book bag daily. Email is the school’s preferred method of sending urgent
or short messages, although some of these will be sent as a text, so again parents
are urged to regularly check both to ensure that no vital information is missed. We
request that parents inform us of any changes to email addresses and
mobile phone numbers.

Your child’s progress is monitored continually and Parent Consultation Evenings are
organised in the Autumn and Spring terms so that you have the opportunity to
discuss your child’s progress with their class teacher and to ask any questions you
may have about their learning and general well being in school. A written report will
be sent to you at the end of the academic year. If you have any concerns about your
child you are welcome to make an appointment to see the class teacher in the first
instance. The end of the school day is usually the best time for these appointments
as the teachers are very busy first thing in the morning with class preparation.

(FOBS)
We are fortunate to have a thriving parent association, the Friends Of Buckfastleigh
Primary School or FOBS. FOBS is made up of a dedicated team of parents who are

committed to raising money for our school in order to provide equipment, subsidise
trips and enhance the children's experiences through various activities. We are
extremely grateful to FOBS tireless efforts and appreciate all the hard work that they
do. All parents are welcome to join the friendly team and help to make a massive
contribution to the school.

Transition to Secondary School
As part of the South Dartmoor Academy Trust, Buckfastleigh Primary School enjoys
particularly close links with South Dartmoor Community College (SDCC) to which a
majority of our pupils transfer to at the end of Year 6. However, there are many
other secondary schools in the area to which some of our pupils choose to go to and
information about open days for all the secondary schools in the area will be given
to pupils in Years 5 and 6.
Throughout their time at Buckfastleigh Primary School, pupils attend sporting festivals, concerts, sharing days, and music days at SDCC with other local primary
schools, so they are already familiar

with the setting. During Year 6 a comprehensive pro-

gramme of nurturing sessions and visits are arranged with SDCC and any other sec-

ondary school that a pupil has chosen so that the transfer is smooth and coordinated.

